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Formative feedback

Student name Ken Sears Student number 490630
Course/Unit People & Place Assignment  2
Type of tutorial
(eg video/audio/written)

Written

Overall Comments

An Easter parade in New York is certainly a meaningful activity.  Particularly, as you say, 
the meaning has been somewhat changed into a fancy dress party.  Your historic research 
doesn’t seem to broach the essential subject of Easter - the resurrection of Christ - and what 
resonance that has to the parade or to how it has evolved.  As a celebration of life (symbolized 
by blossoming flowers and colourful displays) it seems each individual expresses there own 
interpretation through their costume.  

Activity is not simply dressing up.  If there’s one major criticism I have of this work, it is that 
there’s far too much ‘posing for the camera’.  You needed to catch people unaware, engaging 
in some form of meaningful activity.  That could have been a very simple activity, like people 
socializing, laughing with one another or dancing.    

The photographs are quite diverse in framing and composition so the photographs don’t hold 
together as a coherent series, which would be an important achievement for you, so bear that 
in mind for future assignments.  Consistency comes from an understanding of visual strategy.  
Either you know the kind of image you want to make beforehand or you find it through trial 
and error.  But it’s about having a consistent visual idea.  This comes across very much like a 
tourist’s snaps of a parade, taken from a bystander’s point of view.  Nevertheless, there are 
some pictures you could have built on here.  

This is obviously from your archive Ken, it was shot in Easter 2016, before you did your first 
assignment.  I realize you are now rushing to finish the course, so it’s not a major issue but I 
can’t condone it!  For future reference, you do need to make new, intentional work.  Judging by 
the work on your blog, I reckon the newer work is a lot better!

Assignment 2 Assessment potential
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I understand your aim is to go for the Photography/Creative Arts* Degree and that you plan to 
submit your work for assessment at the end of this course. From the work you have shown in 
this assignment, providing you commit yourself to the course, I believe you have the potential 
to pass at assessment.  In order to meet all the assessment criteria, there are certain areas you 
will need to focus on, which I will outline in my feedback.    

Feedback on assignment 
Demonstration of technical and Visual Skills, Quality of Outcome, Demonstration of Creativity 

1
Marilyn and the Chrysler Building is about costume and make-up.  Focusing your attention 
exclusively on people’s costumes would have given you an interesting and consistent 
perspective of the parade.   These women are posing for you - they know you’re there.  
Obviously that’s not “people unaware”.

The background is rather dull - couldn’t you have singled them out with shallow depth of 
field?

2
Your second image certainly doesn’t develop the theme of movies!  It’s not a picture anyone 
would associate with a film.  This is a row of three smiling faces.  They’re wearing something 
like bear fur hats. 

Note here that you are suddenly shifting attention away from the people on the parade to 
people watching the parade.  This shift - like the shot of the dog and the multiple different 
framings - make the series inconsistent. 

3
In technical and visual terms this is the best picture here.  Her pale flowery colours stand out 
really well against the dark urban background.  This could have been a good visual strategy 
to work with - using the foreground light and the background shadow to help bring your 
subjects out.

4
You needed a flash here to bring up the light on her face.  When you’re dealing with extreme 
light/dark contrast, you need to be prepared to add light with a flash, otherwise you get 
unbalanced compositions caused by the light being in the wrong place.  Nice hat, but why 
such a tight framing? 

5
This is an amusing shot - a decisive moment!  The light isn’t great, so you really needed some 
flash here to bring the foreground subject out.  

6
This suggests you were looking at everything without refining your vision.  It’s not that a 
picture of a decorated dog isn’t a valid picture from this parade, but that suddenly looking 
down without thinking much about the composition or about how this picture fits into a 
sequence, throws the viewer into a very general picture of the scene.  
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This woman’s yellow coat makes her stand out well.  You write about St. Patrick’s cathedral, but 
you never show it.  Why not get in front of her and get the cathedral in the background?

8
Collecting pictures of people taking selfie’s would have been a project in itself.  Slotting it in 
here, makes it feel like a part of the milieu, but it does diverge from the focus on fancy dress.  
On the other hand, if you wanted to make a reportage type story of the Easter Parade, you’d 
have needed some wide shots of the entire avenue and certainly a fuller shot of the cathedral 
than this.

9
I assume this Japanese man is posing with this Irish looking group.  Again, it’s something you 
could have worked on with more commitment - people having their photos taken with the 
participants.  His blue jacket certainly makes him stand out.  

10
Some of these shots suffer from your pedestrian viewpoint - and this is one of them.  If 
you’d have been higher up, you’d have captured these interesting hats without the urban 
background and with more detail.  Another example of the need of a flash.   

Coursework
Demonstration of technical and Visual Skills, Demonstration of Creativity 

I think your clandestine photos on trains are really strong and a lot more interesting and 
consistent than the New York Easter parade.   Some of the pictures of people in the park are 
good, as well as the on-going exploration of people taking pictures and selfies.  Actually, the 
photo in the crowd is also promising.  Not sure why you haven’t developed that idea.  It works 
because you’ve managed to find a self-contained group.  It is diverse, culturally and ethnically 
disparate, but still comes together.  

Research
Context, reflective thinking, critical thinking, analysis  

Your historic research seems good, but I’m surprised there are no references to New York street 
photographers like Garry Winogrand or Ralph Gibson.  Though the pictures of Cartier-Bresson 
should have influenced this work more evidently.  

Try to look at photographers whose work reflects what you are doing - then you can learn 
directly from them.  

Learning Log

The blog is fine.  

Suggested reading/viewing 
Context 

Have a look at the photographers mentioned above, but also at Philip-Lorca diCorcia’s Heads.

Pointers for the next assignment 
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The next assignment is not about empty buildings or architecture!  It is about how people use buildings 
and how you portrait that use.  

Good luck with it.  

Tutor name Robert Enoch
Date 12th January 2017
Next assignment due asap


