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Formative feedback

Student name Ken Sears Student number 490630
Course/Unit People & Place Assignment  3
Type of tutorial
(eg video/audio/written)

Written

Overall Comments

Some of these pictures are good.  They clearly show people using the buildings.  You’ve taken 
advantage of the strong architecture of the museums, the busyness of Waterloo station and 
the proximity of tube travel.  Though, it is noticeable that you didn’t get very close to people 
and activity in the first three spaces. 

There are some exposure, shutter speed and compositional problems, but there are also some 
really strong single images.  Like the ring of people on the floor in the Guggenheim museum.

Feedback on assignment 
Demonstration of technical and Visual Skills, Quality of Outcome, Demonstration of Creativity 

Guggenheim

The first picture looks under-exposed.  I’ve brightened it up and cropped it.  With exposure, 
you need to try to remember how the building looked when you were there.  It’s a public 
space so it’s unlikely to be dark, particularly with that large skylight.  I’ve also cropped it 
because the crowd at the bottom edge is cut off by the edge of the frame.  This signifies an 
indecisive framing.  You need to either include them conclusively into the composition of the 
photo or cut them out.  I’ve taken advantage of the three people to make an implied triangle. 
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This helps to emphasize the scale and shape of the architecture as well as the way people 
become a part of it.  

The second photo also has too much distracting detail on the edges.  I’ve cropped it to make it 
more conclusive.   It’s a good shot because it shows people interacting with the artworks, the 
general purpose of the museum.  
 

By the way, sorry they’re so small.  I couldn’t open your Google Drive images.  These are from 
the blog.

The third shot is way too blurred.  Sometimes blur works to express energy or movement, as it 
does in the 3rd Waterloo picture.  But here, the still woman is also blurred and that’s what ruins 
it.  

The 4th shot is really good.  It still needs some brightening up, but it’s a well observed moment 
where gallery visitors circle around a tutor or guide.  

Tate

Your 1st shot is really strong and takes advantage of the overwhelming hard lines of concrete 
in the Tanks.  I’d probably have removed that red patch in the background.  

In this one, I’ve removed the posters and signs and the fire extinguisher.  Why?  To emphasize 
the greyness of the space, it’s domineering weight.  You could have waiting for the people to 
walk a little further here - just into that patch of light.  A good reason to keep making shots. 
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In the MAP picture the MAP desk is way too bold and because the people are behind it, they 
look like they’re sort of on top of the desk.  Nice space, but you could’ve moved forward to get 
that desk out of shot.  

Waterloo

The best work here is 2 and 3.  The clock provides a strong graphic point of interest in the 2nd 
shot and gives the picture some ‘shape’.  You needed to keep on snapping until the figures of 
people filled that empty area on the floor in a pleasing way.  Obviously you can’t direct them, 
but you just have to wait, be observant and when the moment happens, you capture it.  

In the 3rd shot, the sense of busyness in the blur works well because it seems to circle around 
the blond haired man in that little group.  That gives the picture a lot of energy.  Great for the 
subject of a train station.  

You’ve got a lot of edge distractions in your picture.  You need to be aware of them when 
shooting, but particularly when finishing and polishing your pictures.  I’ve marked them here.

It’s so easy to get rid of stuff in Photoshop, either by cropping them out or using the Clone 
Stamp tool or the Patch tool.  

The Tube

It’s not easy to photograph in the Underground and you’ve shown some commitment by 
doing so.  It’s actually a great place for portraits because people are so close.  They’re also often 
‘within themselves’ or introspective - particularly if they’re on their own.

These are not keenly observed pictures.  They look like very quickly taken snaps using a mobile 
phone.  But you’ve managed to express something of the way people are packed into trains 
and still retain some ‘private space’ with headphones or mobiles. 

In a way, your tube platform pictures could’ve been a more original and interesting idea to 
work on.  There you could have surreptitiously taken photos with a phone within the crowd 
and got a feel for the denseness of the crowd.   

Boardroom

These business spaces seem like boxes that could be anywhere in the world.  The place 
settings of the chairs says something about the way meetings are organized.   But this work 
isn’t too well developed.  It would’ve been interesting to see the place with people in it.    



4

Coursework
Demonstration of technical and Visual Skills, Demonstration of Creativity 

The coursework looks okay.  I think you could’ve explored the hotel room idea a bit more just 
to see where it got you.  Try to take 50 pictures in 10 minutes the next time you stay in a hotel.  
You’ll find yourself looking for angles, compositions, and really looking at the specifics of the 
space.    

Research
Context, reflective thinking, critical thinking, analysis  

In a way I’m surprised that Henri Cartier-Bresson didn’t inform some of this work more.  He had 
a great knack for composing people in spaces. 

You don’t mention any photographers in relation to this assignment.  

Learning Log 
Summarize how you have applied what you’ve learned from the course to your assignment 
photographs.  Also note down what you’ve learned from other photographers in executing the 
assignment.

Just a note, but you don’t need to put lots of historic information about the places you 
photograph into your blog.  Research is meant to be pertinent to what your doing 
photographically.  

Suggested reading/viewing 
Context 

You’re best choosing a space where you have good access and permissions before you start 
shooting.  It’s the kind of photo-journalistic assignment that many of the photographers on 
your blog would have done.  You go somewhere to photograph people.  Observation is vital.  
Perhaps you should look back at Cartier-Bresson and Jane Brown, but also Garry Winogrand 
and Martin Parr.

http://www.martinparr.com/

Tutor name Robert Enoch
Date 1st March 2017
Next assignment due 4th June 2017


