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Formative feedback

Student name Ken Sears Student number 490630
Course/Unit People & Place Assignment  4
Type of tutorial
(eg video/audio/written)

Written

Overall Comments

One of the primary issues with your photos of Borough Market in London, is that although 
you’ve captured the hustle and bustle of people in a market, it isn’t specifically Borough 
Market, it’s any market.  You’ve done quite well to capture the buyers, sellers and stalls but not 
the specificity of place.  For that you would have needed a wider, possibly elevated viewpoint.  
What is it that characterizes Borough Market?  Is it the roof?  Is it the colours of the stalls?  
You’ve mostly used tight shots and wider shots would have provided a lot more environmental 
detail - although obviously that would have made them harder to compose well.  But that’s 
the challenge. 

Having said this, there are times you’ve shown strong observational skills here.  The photo 
of the fishmonger is promising, though the framing could have been a lot better.  The three 
women making a choice is another moment that’s quite typical of human behaviour in 
markets.  But there are other images that look too random and unconsidered, and have way 
too much blur!  I realise you made a choice about shutter speeds in order to photograph in 
low light, but you really have to make several exposures to make sure you get the shot without 
unacceptable blur or areas which are out of focus due to shallow depth of field.  

Assignment 4 Assessment potential

I understand your aim is to go for the Photography/Creative Arts* Degree and that you plan to 
submit your work for assessment at the end of this course. From the work you have shown in 
this assignment, providing you commit yourself to the course, I believe you have the potential 
to pass at assessment.  In order to meet all the assessment criteria, there are certain areas you 
will need to focus on, which I will outline in my feedback.    

Feedback on assignment 
Demonstration of technical and Visual Skills, Quality of Outcome, Demonstration of Creativity 
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1
Your first picture is good.  It gives a lot of information: the dreamy looking trader of cakes, 
the crowds, the police, the sign saying “Borough Market” and of course the delicious looking 
cakes!  As a composition it lacks a distinctive shape, because the out of focus areas are big 
and the eyes tend to want to find points of interest.  Placing the woman on the far left, in the 
sun, is good.  But you want to guide the eyes to several significant items.  Here I think, a higher 
viewpoint could have placed the cakes more prominently in the frame, by looking slightly 
down on them.  That would have made the display a strong background.  

Generally with first images, you want to try to convey a location which explicitly says “Market”, 
with multiple stalls and produce clearly visible, as well as people and the sense of the specific 
character of the place, whether that is architectural backgrounds or the pattern of stalls. 

2
This is a good product shot.  You needed to wait a little for something in the background to 
‘happen’ which linked the bread and the people.  The crowd behind this array of loaves looks 
like they’re engaged in something different.  

3
You really needed to capture many shots of this fishmonger to ensure you had a really strong 
one.  You’ve cut his head with the top edge of the frame here.  Also, you needed a lot more fish 
in the shot to express what he does.  There are too many signs here.  

4
This is the kind of shot which could work well to express a sense of place.  You’ve got the stall 
with all its produce as well as the trader and customers.  It’s never ideal to have to work with 
a shallow depth of field in such situations and you’re probably better off increasing ISO.  It 
doesn’t look like you’re camera is noisy.  Often cheaper cameras will become noisy at higher 
ISO settings.  

It is really annoying when people in a photo have their backs to the camera.  So you really 
should have waited for a trading exchange between customer and trader.  That would have 
expressed better the function of the market: selling and buying.  

The colours and textures are really good here and this could have been a visual strategy that 
you used throughout this assignment.  

5
There’s a lot of space above these heads that doesn’t add anything to the picture’s content.  It 
just feels like vacant space.  I’ve cropped it:

This picture does show that you were observing the interactions of people. 
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6
The composition looks a bit unbalanced because you’ve got two people in the foreground 
but you’ve tried to include people on the right in the background.  I’ve recropped it and 
desaturated the magenta top of the lady on the right edge, which was pulling the eyes over.  

With people eating you really needed to be keen to observe a distinctive moment or 
exchange.  Beware of relying on signs to tell your story.  Let pictures do it.  

Coursework
Demonstration of technical and Visual Skills, Demonstration of Creativity 

Your coursework looks good and does show that you are able to capture wider and more 
visually descriptive and interesting views of place.  The woman in the carpets, the people on 
the sea front, the person by the river; all of these are very expressive of the locations as well 
as the kind of things people do in them.  Maybe the busyness of Borough Market was too 
overwhelming.  You certainly have to be lucky in places where there’s a lot going on.  

Research
Context, reflective thinking, critical thinking, analysis  

It isn’t clear whether you’ve done any specific research based on the kind of photographs you 
were planning to make, street photography for example.  But your other research looks good.  
I don’t really understand the connection you make to the Feast magazine cover, other than to 
food produce, but that’s not about place.

Learning Log 
Summarize how you have applied what you’ve learned from the course to your assignment 
photographs.  Also note down what you’ve learned from other photographers in executing the 
assignment.

Try to be critical and don’t ‘agree with yourself’ by saying things like “I believe they capture the 
character of Borough Market...”  Look at it analytically: which pictures capture a sense of place 
for you?  Why?  How then do you approach the market armed with this knowledge?  How well 
did you express the specific sense of this place?  You have expressed what goes on in a market, 
but how specific is it?
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Suggested reading/viewing 
Context 

Ideally you’d have looked at people like Martin Parr as preparation for this assignment to hone 
your observation skills.  

Have a look at Vanessa Puntener’s work here: http://www.vanessapuentener.ch/stories/12/
traum_alp

She is good at capturing the sense of place, albeit in Switzerland.  

Pointers for the next assignment 

Choose a project that shows what you are best at.

Tutor name Robert Enoch
Date 8th June 2017
Next assignment due 31st August 2017 


