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Type of tutorial
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Written

Overall Comments

This is a good series showing commitment and a sharp eye for candid portraits of people on 
“staycation”!  I can see the influence of Martin Parr’s “The Last Resort” in this work.  Actually, 
this influence is far more fruitful than some of your initial ideas, which are far too general.  

You’ve developed your idea visually, not just as a list of general preconceptions about what a 
seaside resort is.  It’s so important that you’ve taken the ideas further and stepped away from 
the obvious.  “Families on the beach”, “People eating takeaways”, “Water sports” - as your initial 
thinking illustrates.    

Thankfully, you didn’t aim at these descriptive scenes, but sought a far more socially specific 
Englishness of people seemingly stranded in the seaside looking bored and wondering why 
on earth they are there!  Holidays - especially with kids - can be hard work.  The weather is 
usually a challenge, with high winds, rain or blinding sun on sensitive pink skin.  It’s as if the 
seaside doesn’t really suit English people!  And something of this alienation comes across in 
these pictures.   “Why am I here?” as one of your titles clearly states - it could be the title for 
this assignment.  And that is the leap you’ve made in this assignment.  It is exactly this keen 
observational skill that you can develop further as you soldier on through the degree.   

Feedback on assignment 
Demonstration of technical and Visual Skills, Quality of Outcome, Demonstration of Creativity 

1
That chalet looks more like a beach hut.  They’re peculiarly English - and I bet you could have 
created a research series of people milling about their little huts.  There’s something ‘safe’, a 
home from home, about beach huts.  This looks like a couple in their back garden, but they’re 
in a public place.  
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2
I like the composition of this photo - the two old ladies painfully enduring a walk on the 
promenade - the man with a young son - the large little bins - the overcast sky.  It’s all there, 
evolving the theme of  a fun-less holiday.

3
This is very Martin Parr - like a tableau of seaside life.  The young plump girl striding by an old 
lady in a wheelchair.  The man looking up at the clouds.  Fish & Chips £3.90.  What it does is 
collect signifiers that typify a theme.  

4
 You needed a bit more picture on the left behind the man.  I like the long menu, the active 
kids, the busy mother, the exhausted granny.  But I think the cars on the right (and the wall) are 
really nothing to do with this picture.  It would have been good to see who was being served 
at the counter.  

5
You call this inclusion.  It’s a well-spotted subject.  Not sure if it would’ve been better with the 
faces.

6
This feels disappointing because the other pictures are all about people.  I realize you may 
have wanted to pick up some vernacular seaside shops etc, but people would have given this 
a lot more specific character.

7
This coffee kiosk is also disappointing because of the lack of any real human event.  

8
It’s a shame when a picture is blurred, but you’ve just got to cut it.  It just looks too amateurish.  
You needed the time to compose this properly to get the man with the dogs on one side and 
the boy on the other, but here the boy is right on the edge.  

9
This is a strong image in many ways and something you could build on.  It’s much less 
obviously “Parr” than some of the others.  But it contains, in a sort of green microcosm, lots of 
little scenes of Englishness.  It’s amusing that the woman on the bench looks like she’s got a 
tail!  It could be a way forward for this subject, trying to seek out, these large scenes with a lot 
of small groups of activity - old people chatting, women looking bored, the family with a push 
chair, people enjoying the view, people sunbathing.  It sort of ‘sums up’ a holiday atmosphere. 

10
Another blurred shot.  Looks like a telephoto shot that went wrong.  Not sure why you’ve 
framed them to the left, rather than centrally.  

11
The problem is, the dog is not very noticeable in this composition.  You’ve got a lot of ceiling 
here.  It’s certainly a valid subject and including a lot of ceiling does demote the glitzy colours 
of the machines - looks like an office ceiling!  But it’s an unbalanced composition and the 
people feel like their slipping off the bottom edge.  
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12
This is a nice shot with a strong graphic quality.  There isn’t as much going on here as there 
is in the other photos.   It would have been nice to capture something like this with a bored, 
tired child hanging off the father’s leg or having just dropped an icecream on the pavement!  
Something to suggest, “I’ve had enough!” 

Coursework
Demonstration of technical and Visual Skills, Demonstration of Creativity 

I couldn’t access your blog.  It’s password protected!

Research
Context, reflective thinking, critical thinking, analysis  

The contextual research seems to have really helped you ‘see’ these scenes of Englishness and 
capture something socially specific as well as a strong mood.  

Learning Log 
Summarize how you have applied what you’ve learned from the course to your assignment 
photographs.  Also note down what you’ve learned from other photographers in executing the 
assignment.

Your writing seems a bit short and undeveloped at times but this is good because you are 
using the camera to ask a question:

“Resting”, “Why and I here” and “Even the dog is suffering” are trying to question why people 
come to Hunstanton when apparently, they hate either the seaside or the people they are 
with. Do they have some sense of duty that causes them to visit or are they just trying to relive 
happy childhood memories? 

What you’re doing is finding people in a state of unquestioned cultural activity.  People go 
there and do this because it’s how they’re brought up, but they are not finding the fun they 
experienced as children at the seaside.  

Suggested reading/viewing 

Just to further your understanding of more socially specific portraiture, have a look at Ville 
Lenkkeri’s “The Petrified Forest” here:  http://villelenkkeri.com/petrified-forest/

It’s a study of Finns.  

A completely different take on a similar concept is David Spero’s “Settlements” - http://www.
davidspero.co.uk/

Print your best pictures as series with a 5cm white border and put them in an archive box for 
assessment.  
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